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If thers 18 ane thing mors than another

that excites the surprise of an American
living in England it is the rigid elass lines
and prejudices which till ohtain in county

socinty

Guy London i= far ton cosmopolitan,
and i3 too keen after money and amuse-
ment to draw sharp distinetions, even

{t King Edward had not broken through
certain time honored rules and regulations
He ix notorious for letiing down barriers

where areat wealth is concerned, i it
{8 well known that he look- at the bank
nooount, rathar than the pedigrea ol those
who are blessed by the light ol his counte-
nanoo

But sehile the great worid res bou
the throne in a4 way hi it done for
gonerations, royalty’ ititnde  toward
social ouestions has Lt waight in tha
provinces or among tha o I consarvative

time honored conventions
1mn

set Fhere the
of eonturies ure still suprense

For example, not so very long ago the
wifa of a well known London publisher, |
who cherishad ambitions t be  =mart
begged a fricvd of hors for an intre duation
to the Governor of the Tower. Now, as
it happenad, the Governor st that moment

and the

deo) 1:\4“:,'

personage

the los

was very nauch of a
friand gently bt none
refusad to grant Mrs. Publisher’s request.

To a third party it was explained that
o yield tha favor would huve been a real
unkindness, The Personage
decidedly old fashioned and upon find
out that the ladv's husband muade bo
for a living wounld unquestionably have
aaked why the devil people were
forced upon him. and havo taken the first
oprortunity to give them the snub aristo-

it segms, wWas

ne
-1

K5

such

cratic J

But to see the ancient cast iron sysivii
at work in all of its glory one should go to
a shive like Linecoln, where the proudest
gentry in the Britich isles are to he found.
There they would scorn to yield an 'h
to the pewly rich, be the gilt u foot thic k.
and every pefly prejudice and social ob-

It waa
who had

in the neighbarhood sent in regrets.
a horrible mortification to the X.'s,
sinee then drawn completely apart.
\nd what about the son,” I wantad to
know, baving noticed a singularly attrao-
th them at church,
My friend observed that there was the
main trouble, N, was such a stupid, selfish
brute that he utterly refused to try and

save his |.n)’.

tive child w

ihe mother's family, it appears, offered |

to taka the lad, give him their name to
Lring him np as their own-for a handsome |
money  consideration—on condition that
he have no further intercourse with his
father, feeling, if some such precauntions
were taken, thera was hope ho might yet

be a gentloman

But no, always obistinate as a pig, X
sisted upon keeping the child in his own
class, and he did not mean to
even send his son up for the army. That
charge the Colonel refused to believe, for
of course putting the youngster intoa good
regiment and giving him plenty of money
to spend would certainly help matters.

“And «0,"
ing, ¢levercat, manliest man in this com-
munity is abhorred and thrown out like
n oriminal because he owns an auction

in-

me said

! mart and ranks with tradespeople,

staclé of madieval days is preserved in- |

tant.

I remember quite well my utter as-
topishment when {irat brought ipto con-
tact  with sueh hoary traditions, It wna

during a summer spent in a district thickly
dotted with rich manor houses, halls, courts,
granges, ¢

The neighbors were delightfully friendly,
and aftoer a call from the vicar and under-

inspection at

going a satisfactory church
one Suunday we were accepted o whalo
hearted fashion by the of cou
rociety. The clergy of four parishes left
cards, and we were promptly invited to
at least a dozen garden parties

best

Among the natives there could be n
question  that a certain Mr. X—— and
his wife were the rnost disti guished look-
ing and agrewable peopin in the place.

He was a beauty of the Loglich type,so tall
and athletic, so freshly tinted and finely
tegtarad, and then he dressed with a
feation of color and cut one seesonly Among
men of his nation

This couple occupied a stately seat near
by, had wonderful garders. made a cult of
birds and flowers, hred superb cattle and
were noted for theu kindness to the cottag?
folk. T first met them in an industriad
sovement designed to elevate the peas-
antry and was greatly surprised naver
to encounter them in any of the
neighboring drawing rooms.

In fant | was o disappointed that I made
tnquiries, déclaring my intention of hunt-
ing them wup, tryving to exchange visits
and asked the adviee of a local magnate
as to the wr synent of a diopner 1 wanted
to give luter on which would include the
attractive husband and wifa

*What, the X':=!"
my dear
tion of meeting s
footing?

again

*Why

hava no iuten-

he exolaimed.
surely

lady. yvon

ich people .on a dinner

“But why not?” I inquired. *They are
far and away the most ainusing man and
woman about here, and T am simpiv dyving

to be asked to sea their aviary and orchid

DoV Eas

The Colonel replied rather xiiftly. that
{1 I adhered to my rash course 1
boa_ sure none of the county people cou
be ivduced 1o aeoapt my
hio entreated me to desiet
soclal blunder, Tinstantls
soma deadly disgrace was involved and
begired to hoear thin steare and jndze for
yself

Then with that comploeta abeenea of
humor and the solemn precigion of lis
raceée my military friend explained. [la
said that poor Mr=. X. was of irreproacha-
ble birth and morals, but the community
had been conipetled to ostracize her on
acconnt of ber deplor \ble marriage

1 obeearved that now we would come to

black story of ignominy and erime

the

Ignoring my pancy. the Celonel
*#tated that the wretdd Mr. N not
only the san of a farmer, b hera
Le stared llke a horned wl throngeh hia
EI"’““"\ wis proprietor of the chief

atetion mart in Linecoln wherathe great-
a5t cattle fairs of England pre
throughout the ve
“Well, and what «
*But. my dear madam!”
good, dull Briton voil son how b
less it i» having to do with suc!
It is deplorable that a4 woinan of Mrs. X.'s
.gentla blood should sa utterly forget the
ohligations of her olass.  Yet, if she
dead toall sense of deceney, wo hold i In
our hands to protect the socisty of Lancoln-
shire agains
I then he

such prejudices work out, and asked e series

hald weekly

f that?™ 1 inquired.

exclaimed it

“ean't e

1 canaille

aniaipination

1this sort of

ame interested to mqguire how

of uestions as ta the atis of Mrs., X
with her immediate fami

It appears she was one of flve maiden
and orphaned daughters of & clergvman,

living & mean niggliog little life cheeso

parings 4nd candle eods B pood look-
ing X, ciurted her Loldiy; she loved him
and they were marriod in a very storm of
opproti nd repooact

1The Caione! talddl wah disapproval of her
Being now wmll b to visit her invalid
;mother once 5 mouth, tmt added that all
“the rest of the family made it o pofut th ba
abaent on such pucasions Her old friends
she only met at church.and on charity
boards, where bowe were eschanged, that

¢

baing the extent of her inter
ber neighbors

One corin, so it see
the rigoy of the law
woma  gort

Xn

oursaes with

L reiw
nd h
of recomeiliation
onoe to a4 lawn party
nobappily, these
nolead abroad
CRme around
clared off

NZ HRains

to effect
the
Happily or
kindly attentions

and bafore
the enterfainment

pang

invited

worn
the siternonn
was de-

as avery other man and woman

I his
! ago, «

! should

*I notice ha heads all your subseription
lists for village tuprovement and church
restoration, that he writes everybody's
public speeches and really runs this entire
show aven if he does sell cattle, You freely
use and freely abuse him.

“Well, now, will v who are so koen on
explain to me why the
same people who refuse to recognize the

social distinctions,

\'8 will grovel before an American nobody
married to an English earl? We constantly
sond um of our country -rich
scum, I grant vou—and It is welcomed in
circles of English society it could never hope
to penetrate in the United States.

over the s

I autnmarized, “the best look- !

“Tell me what it rneans, for 1T am often |

confused over hera at the constant talk of
class  honor obligations,
birth, &c., and yet watch you take Yankee
viulgarians
euthusiasm.”

class

to your bosom with rapturous |

pride of |

At thi= tirade the Colonel blushed like a |

girl and stuttered and stammerad so vio-
jently that 1 declared he was tryving to
n his Ignorance,

‘You don't know why," 1 iearnd

“Oh, ves, but 1 do,” he insisted, “only we
ds 1t never would do for

cover u

are such good fri

O tel

you
I assured and reassured him that no mat-
planation might be 1 prom-
neit mjured nor angered,
Even then he had to be ¢ and my
curiosity reached high pressure long before

tar what

the «
ised to be her

'H-‘"".

he could be induced to make clear the dif-
ference existing between an underbred
Briton and a Yankee to match.

Fxpressing his views as delicately as

the Colonel said that in the first
place King Edward’'s pronounced penchant
for Americans had done wondera to ad-
vanee them socially. The King had made
them fushionable, and always turned a deaf
ear when any one tried to criticise Uncle

posaibl e

Sag's offspring.

OUR OPERA AND SINGERS

Retter Performances at the Metropolitan Than at Opera Houses in Germany---The Oreat
Defect of American Singers---Few Roles Nowadays for the Light Soprano.

Stars are nacessary to the best operatic
performances in the opinion of Mme. Se
brich, who happens to be a star herself
and therefore may be prejudiced in favor
of the eystem. But thev are
sho thinks, not 80 mueh on account of the
oomfort they got out of drawing large
salarvies ag for the good of tha public,

necessary,

“1t amuses me to hear German opera
houses referred to as {f they were the ouly
places that supplied good music," Mime.
Sembrich sald to a SuN reporter. “As= a

matter of fact the singers at the Metropol-
itan are not equalled the world over.

“Of course they are stars for the most
New Yorkers should bLe delighted
that they are, even if it is possible for stars
to eing only twice a week, That is the
greatest diffioulty for the manager who,

part
!

like Mr. Conried, Isambitious to till his com- |

pany with the best artists in the world.
Stars cannot sing, as the Germans do,
two or three performances in succession.

“In German opera houses the women
ars engaged for five or ten years, and their
public knows thtem. They may be good
one night and not so good the next and
it makes no difference. The people are
devoted to their own singers, and they
forgive them when they are not so good as
they might be.

“But the gituation is entirely different
in New York
here for a faw months,
for the people who pay high prices come
to the opera house expecting to hear the
singens do their very best. For that reason
it i necessary for us to keep in perfect
vocal condition. ‘That can only be done
by singing not mors than twica a week,
and then with a certain period of rest
between the performances,

“Besides, it marely happens in Germany
that asinger has to sing three ravere roles
in succession, whatever may
the coutrary. If she sings, say Brinn-
hilde on one evening, she will probably
Aennchen in ‘Freischutz' or some
such rdle the next,

“The New York public hears tha best
opera in the world, and any attempt to make
it more like opera In Germany would
only damage it. There is much to be ad-
mired In German chorusss, stage manage-
and the artistio thoroughness of

have

ment

Gierman operatic performances, and the |

orchestras are good. But the Metropolitan

The women singers come |
They must keep |
themselves in the best possible condition, |

be said to |

Opera Houss has nothing to envy in German |

ringing

Mme. Sembrich, who probably more !
than any other singer is asked for advice
as to musio study, told THr SUN reportar
that shie had long oeased to recommend
teachers, g« s much depended on the
pupil that it was impossaible to tell what
any teacher might do with a voice

“I had the advantage of studying with
hath the Lampertis,” Mme. Sembrich =aid,
“and had instruction from the son before
[ took lessons from the father, who waa
vary, very old when I met him. [ had

' sung In thiz country before [ ever saw the
senior Lamperti

*| was singing in Paris and he came to |
call on me. There was no talk then of |

mv studying with him. and the only refer-

[ oriew to the matter came when he said be

He explained by the way that it was one |

Austias
Britons
e

cause of oolonial hitterness that
Hans, Canadians, in fact
gone wers invariably made to g
place to the all conquering Yankee
was recognized as a term of 1
regards accent, dress, ma
&o., whereas the loudest
New Yorker or
and applauded as “orig
then," with an appreh
England realize quite
differentiations do

There are un-

OVErseas

Clo-

lonial"

NeTS

proach as
voiced and mosat
Chicagoan
al.”

bizarre wis

accv)ted

"you sce, we in
L eortain
exist in yvour countrymen
doubtedly tall Americana and
Americans swhoare rich and Americans
and it is even sald that some
s but wh

clenrly t}

hort
ghort

\Ameri-

who are poor

it comes to a question of family, birth or
SO mank, alas, dear lady, you are all of
yini I vy Americans. Between  what
Vo | h class and low class the dis-
tinction is too subitls to ba grasped hy
the British understanding. [ myself fear
it 8 an indeterminate quantity
AN AMmericay Wosax
BIGAN BY CORDING WoOOD,

start of W. €, Brouvwn, Third Viee-President

of the New York Ceniral.
Sovx Ciry, la., Feb, 185-~W. C. Brown,
third vice-president of the New York

Central and Hudson River Railroad, began
career in Sioux City thirty-five years
ording wood
“I don't believe 1T want a soft snap. for
if T am to stay in the railroad business |
know =omething about wooding
I would never know it by selling

nussuring people that

ngines
engine

tickats at a window

! the olack 1= right and informing them how

far it is to Bechuanagland.™

T} the remark made by Mr. Brown
to James Hamilton, local agent of tho Mil-
wankee and S Paul d. in

I8 Was

Railroa 1869, ns

for which he waz receiving $1.15
Hamilton had offered him

an engine

a day. Agent

! -
a place in the station as an assistant, sup-
|

posing that it we uld be a weloome change
from plling wood on the engine in the yards
while the terenry kept under the zero
Then it Mr. Brown said
wanted no snap

with his determination to
learn evervthing there was to know about
wooding Mr. Brown worked in
the Sioux Citv yards during the winter of

wias that

In accordance

“Hgines

1504, The next vear he werked on the
soction and tamped on every tie in the
section at one tiroe or another. Ha after-
ward le ed to sell tickets and be courteons
to an inguisitive. publie

lo-day, sitting at his desk in the general
offices of the New York Central Railroad,
h the winter of 1860 when he was
« vood in Sioux City and explaing

i that it was the closest escape he ever had

, and he hus never

winen he refused to accept the saft snap
heid out to him by Mr. Hamilton. He
has told Sioux City friends that he helieved
it was lucky for him that he did not fall
into the habit of looking for snaps

Those 1n Sioux Uity who remember Mr

Brown do not recall him as & section man

Oor a wtler, but as 4 messenge~ boy and
collector in the office of Agent Jamilton
for, in 1870, when he was 17, he went into
the ofee tn learn telagraphy. and inci-

the collecting of freignt bills
repay the latter for the
rou him instruction on the key

Mr. Brown's “.*‘-m‘""ﬂ] to avoid snaps
evidently had much toa do with his rise In
the railroad world, for all his positions
have demanded the most arduous work,
avolded 1t

wished that 1 had been his pupil

“It happened that I was not well that
next summer and took a long vacation.
We had a cottage on Lake Como and we
discoverad to our surprise that the home
of the senior Lamperti was very near ounrs,

“1 =tudied with him all that summer
But before that time 1 had got my musical
education from who is teaching
now in Berlin, where he has just gone to
live after having beern: for years in Dresden.*

It will interest American singers to hear

his son,

what Mme. Sembrich sald when she was
asked what their greatest fault seemed
tor be

“Tt is lack of tha power to enunciare

distinctly,” she answared mnmediately, “and
1 have found it in many of them, aven alior
thev have studied for a long time, [ dan't
know why it is, but that feature of singing
soems to be neglected here

Eounciation is not a part of good singing
that is to acquired after
It is a part of ole-
iging it=elf and must ba learned

the st

ba everything
else has bean learned.

mentary =i

when ident begins. Good er ia-

tion depends primarily on the placing of

the voion. When that is bad, good enuncia-
tion i= out of the guestion

I can understand English  perfectls

1 well—of course not so readily a« an -\uwr.‘r

can, but 1 have no difficulty in realizing
all that is said. Yet | can
stand a word of English sung by an Ameri-
can Not a word
enough for me to get the sanse

“Why this should be true of American
gingers I do not know. But [ have no-
ticed it in 80 many of them that it seems
to me a national fault

Mme. Sembrich thinks tha! language
has an important influence on tha way in
which a person sings,

“The Ttalian operas are impossibla for
ma in the German language,” said
“and [ never attempted to sing them
in that tongue but once

“When I went to Vienna. Director Jahn,
who was then in charge of the opera housge,
eald that,so long as [ could gpeak German
and had once sung ‘Lucia® in German, |

rarely und

comes out distinctly

sha

Sy t i Vari S
he was husily engaged in piling wood on | ought to sing the opera for himin that lan

guage, as the compa | to =ing in
Gierman I consented I hael no
sung an Italian part in German for vears

“Whenever | was on the stage alone it
wiada as much as 1 could do to keepn from
going 1yiae to Mtalian, and several times 1
did, u!though Director . wna stunding

in the wings, nd t}
me. 1 also learmed Traviata'
man, andnever tried it but once.
1'd never do it again

“In a way there is the same difference
between singing in French and in Italinan.
The réle. of the Queen in ° s Huguenots'
is tha most tiresome and uninteresting in
all the répertoire of o light soprano, and
it is much more difficult to sing in French
than in Italian

“1 wish Mr. Conried would
Margueride once in Italian
in French, but in Italian it is guite a differ-
ent thing, In [talian 1 learned the part,
and 1 sometimes think that a
always heard to the best advantage when

in Ger-

[ vowed

et me sing

)

singer 1s

eatening

I sanyg it here |

like to sge their fuvorites of grand oper®

dnging anything which they consider be-
neath  thelr artistio dignity So poor
little  Marie was not nwuch appreciated
in St. Petersburg

“The difforence in  languages shows

it«eif most in the differences in the vowel
gounds on which the notes fall. 1T one 1s
acoustomed (o singing on a sound like
W' in one language, it is very difficult to
chiange it to ‘u', especially when one has
rot ioto the habit of singing oue asound and
rn-u jearned how to make the voice sound
most beautiful on that vowel.”

Mine., Sembrich seems loss
have favorite roles than to have
she especinlly abominates.

inclined to
gome that

! - l res]
“The most uninteresting réle in the whola |

répertoire is the one that [ am singing =o
much just now,” =he said. “That is Mar-
guerile de \aloiz in 'Les Huguenots It is
utteriy ansympathetie to thesinger. because
ghe {5 not & living figure. but a puppet.

“S0 soon as the curtain rises she steps

she sings an opera in the language she | to the footlights and has to sing an extremely
|
2
.
i
e
.
% i o
b
) )
[} 2 %
o
4 .
3y
.
R
o4
” -
. -
{Coy gEL by A Dupont, 1004.)
MME. ARCELLA SEMBRICH,
learned it in, provided that the I fiMienlt aria There i no time to warm
it=alf 12 50 well saited to <inging up the voice, and the music has no emaotion
“The Mozart roles that 1 sang frst in | in it to irry  the r along Even
German were the Quecn in ‘1Me Za \alrifamente is more teresting, for her
flita' and in the ‘Entfulirung aus dem second arin 18 at least intensaly dramitic
Seraglio,' The parts of Susanna and fhose two are. however, the least interest-
Zerlina 1 sang first in Italian ing roles that fall to the lot of the colorature

1 once =ang Margucrile i1
tion in Beriin had t
tful to have

Garden

hecause the di
that it would be delig

apera given entair In German 1=
subject really was German ~o |
sented and regretted it before 1T bhad gone
half tha way through the apera

“1 have thus sung Gounod’s opera In
three language=. ‘Romeo et Juliette' 1
have also sung in Fret and Italian I'he

Queen in ‘Les Huguenot=' 1 have sung in
Italian, French and German I'he part of
Rosina, which | have sung more than any-
thing else, I have sung only in Jtalian. In
all of the Mozart operas which 1 s }

with the exception of ‘Die Entf ing,’
I have sung both in [talian and Cerman
“The most curious experience [ ever

had with an opera, from a linguistic point of
view, was in the case of ‘La Fille du Reg-
ment.' whieh is usually sung in ttalian
I sang the part of Marie first in German
at Kroll's in Berlin, Then | went to Monte
Carlo and sang it there in French

“1 sang it again in Berlin in German and
then 1 went to St. Petersburg, where | sang
the opera for the first time in Itallan. It

did not make much difference, however,
| what tongue [ sang in there. The press
and publie declared that MWarie was be-

neath my dignity, and 1 sang the part only
a fow times,
“‘Rusgians have very set ideas about

| comic and serious opera, and they do ot

prano

“She has a hard time nowadays, the
colorature soprano. She has not only to
sing the mosr difficult musie ever written
but she has got to go directly against public
tuste g

“The old ltalian operas are the only ones
that ;fx'u her a chanes to display her art
But they have not been populur on their
own account for years. Public taste has

drifted away from them to the mmore dra-

matic works, Their revival, a< it 12 alwayvs
calledd  now, depends altogether on the
wartisgts who sing them

“I am very glad that I am not at the
beginning of my career. It is a task for

any singer to make her way in =uch oparas
pow. When Patti sang first ‘Lucia® and
Traviata,' the operas were in their bloom

and even the Rossini operas were fresh in
the favor of the public lhe fate of the
light soprano to-day is very different. She
has to give thesa «-]-l W all the life they
possess, and the other =ingers have to do
the same

“The comporers have avidently no in-
terost in the light soprano as a heroine.
Puccini made it possible for her to sing
Mimiin ‘La Boheme." but he has not written
another opera for her, but went off into
dramatic  haroines  right away Yat
‘Bohtéme' was (he only opera written in
yvears that was for her. When

;nc\-g\i\;u

will somebody writa another?”

East Side German Graybeards at Their Ease in a Cellar

nary

You might idle about the streets of the | grarbeards who idle their time in sor

German quarter for without
pecting the existence cf the little raths-
keller. Somehow you rarely see any one
going down its steep stepa, vet the place ap-
pears always to be full

The modest annourcement in German
inconspicuously painted at the head of the
stairs: “Free hot lunch from ten to twelve, ™
does not attract the attention of the ordi-
passerby. When youn descend the

yrars SUA-

| stairs you find the coziest little den, with

ecelling just high enough to permit a tall man
to keep on hia hat, and a sawdust floor.

| The place is lighted artificially all day long

Rather less than midway the room is a
railed dais, snggesting tha appointments
of a rude court of justice.
mainly as a retreat for family partios, from
grandmother down to the babe in arms
Such parties are seen there, and the pap
bottle on the table among the wine glasses

It now serves

e of
the Fast Side Hebrew resorts enjoy their
privileges through a tax upon the industry

of their sons. No such theory explains the

| leisure of the German guarter

! BOTA

| ing freo hot lunch thought when he

| gentleman of

has an irresistibiy comic effect for one new |

to German customs

That notion of beginning the frea lunch
hour at 10 o'clock in the morning was a
genuine inspiration of one who knew the
the quarter, It takes a man from
other parts of town vears to realize that
leisure 15 the special characteristie of the
East SBide, and above allof that part ineluded
in the (lerman quarter

There ix an improbabls theory, doubtless
of purely Oocidental origin, that osrtain |

needs of

| the tahle whera three or four

I'he hale old men who hobnob by the hour
over their wine and cards in the German re-
are nobodv's dependents, and the
leisure of some seems unlimited, Tt was of
these that the i ired inventor of the morn-
had that
legend ,mluhd over the stairs of the little
rathskeller. What a pity that any old
sisure shonld have to sit alone
at home a whole moming when he might
come to the rathskeller an hour or so after
breakfast to read the newspapers and talk
with hig cronies

So the 10 to 12 luncheon was set up and
the quarter responded gratefuliv. No man
after that needed to waste his mornings
at home, and. having once found a com-
fortavle seat and a congenial tablemate
why go home at all till the time of the even-
ing meal? The free hot lunch s sufficient
the wine {8 potable, the company is cheer-

ful, the stairs are steep, and ten toon. the
weather will be better rather than worse
toward evening

T'o make the situation more snug and
convenient for person of leicure. the raths-
keller has introduced a4 pleasing novelty
from Vienna. It I8 a gr rectangular
affair of glass, ending in a long., straight
tube, which is stopped by an sutomatie
glass valve. This is filled with a full litre
of wine and suspended immediately over

old gentle
men of leisure am settliing the affairs of
two oontinents in choice giutturals

When any one of the party finds his glass

| eustom

cmpty, an aceident that is prona to happen
at intervals during the day, he has but to
touch it to the automatic valve, and, lo, the
wine lows Thus little time is lost het woeen
drinks, and the barkeeper is {roe 1o quench
the casual thirst of the unfortunates who
have not leisure for all day sessiong
Noonday finds the hot frne luneh ex-
hausted; but thers are cheese and pretzels

for late comers. and, besides, a pleasing
mitigation for the really hungry Just
aeross the wav from the rathskeller is a

German buteher, and from him, at any hour
of the day, you may buy a half pound of
frankfurters for 8 or 10 oents

It is woll to slip some such thing in vour
pocket as you approach the rathskeller
if the hour is past 12. The obliging bar-
keeper will no time in beiling vour
frankfurters, with no charge for corkagne

lose

There is rye bread, free, to go with the
Kuusages, wine at 5 cents a half schoppen to
wash all down, and a welcome that puts

vou to shame

Share your frankfurters with the stranger
who mayhap occuples the other sida of
your table, and yvou are at ono free of the

place He opens ot most agreeably in
Gerinan if vou understand that: if vou do
not, then in something that remotely re-
sambles English

He does not insult you with a proposal
1o pay for your wine: but, as likely as not
he fumb) n fetches out a
. and begs vonto take
A pinch of soufl. with the assuranos that it
is better than that provided free for the
general public in a big round hox at the end
of the bar. The courtesy of tha pluce is
an exchange of snuff, and the American
of treating 15 almost nnknown

His pockels,
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! Winter Life on a Count :
Character Little Known to Foreigners,

e e

Estate—A Phase of {

AL

5

In no country in Europe are the conditions
of existence more strikingly national than
in Russia. The idea carried away by the
average visitor that Russian life s much
like that in other European countries is
based on a misconception, a failure to grasp
salient features of the Russian national
character,

A visit to the country home of a Russian |
| guests aver fail to receive tho wartuest of

landowner reveals the immense contrast
presented by the life of the Russian noble
in town and his more nearly normal existance
on his country estate. Nothing shows
more clearly the versatility of the Slavonic
nature than this ready adaptability to either
mode of life. The man seems transformed.
Once back in the country the mask of the
cosmopolitan dweller in one of the gayest
| capitals in the world, St. Patersburg, falls
| away like a wornout garment and he is
again a Boyar, like his forefathers

A group of peasants, large or small ac-

| cording to the siza of his estate, will be |

' waiting to greet him on his arrival there,
Their warm welocome to the khazyaeen
(master of the house) is evidently sincere,
and asthey bend reverently to kiss his hands,
or possibly his feet in the case of the older
ones, just as they would have done in the
days of serfdom, you Legin to see that the
real relations between landowner and
peasant are much more friendly than 15
gonerally supposed.

Wood is the material employed in the

construction of all buildings in the rural |

districts, with the possible exception of
the churches. In the climate of Russia,
where the average life of thess wooden
buildings will not exceed seventy years,
thers are no castles like those of tha old
feudal nobles of England or of the Conti-
| nent to connect past and present

It is not possible to estimate the loss
¢o Russia caused Ly tha absence of such
local centres of enltivation and refinement
as would be supplied by castles of stone.
Such castles would, no doubt, have ohecked
| the drain of national wealth to the capital
or to foreign countries. To colleat works
of art or any articles of intrinsio vaine and
place them in a dwelling which might at
| any time become a prey to fire, that great
| Ruasian terror both in town and country,
and which wonld, in any case, scarcely
last more than one lifetime, would earely
be the height of folly. Other even stronger
reasons to prevent forming of such
enllections will ba found in the difficulties
of transportation and the fact whers
the treasure is thare will the heart be also
an land-
been, in his

"
the

that

The heart of the average His<
owner is not, and never has
country estate. Thughis personal influence
in hisa own locality, which would, no doubt,
have led to the developmant of a healthier
sible under present
lacking

oven

national (ife than I8 po
conditions, is almost ¢

Tue thaber built dwellings of
vdowners in Russia lack the pict-
e nstruction familiar to travellers
in Norwav and Sweden. The walls are
generally formed of square heams, from

tirely
the

ricnest

nue oo

one foot to eightoen inches in thickness,
laid one on the other and neatly joined at
the corners, They are fastened together
by wooden bolts, sometimes three feet in
tength, driven at short intervals,

The interstices ara made airtight with
dried saturated with pitch, then
dried in the sun, and the whole is coverad
with a sheathing of thin planks, on the
inside as well as the outside of the walls.
When the=e walls are covered with paint
on outside and plaster within, they
are ns impenetrable to the winter blasts as
the hull of a ship, and far warmer than the
<ame thickness o f stone or brick wonld be.

I'he old houses hava thatehed roofs, like
the peasant’s ixba (cottage), but

those of

more modern dwellings are shingled. The
rooms are s'most always lofly and some
of thein, notably the drawing room and the

are o' large dimensions
are tinted with a wash

dining roomn:,

The plaster walls

f =ome light shade for the drawing and
hed rooms, and a darker one, possibly
brown. for the dining room. The furni-

very likely home made, or,
case of late vears,
varietiex of Armerican
and Englis wnufacture

The life of thae Russian landowner is not
all beer and skittles by any means. Those
who him merely as a gav soonial
Imitterfly in St. Petershurg or Moseow
would be amazed could they behold the
bareen (lord) on his country estate, labor-

ture 18 simple,

requently the

onae o wper

linow

ing to make both ends meet

What does he do? Let ug see. Lot us
try to get an inside glimpse of Russian
life during the winter months, notwith-

standing the fact that it would be the
last thing a Russian would expect us to
be interested in

The average Russian of education and

culture, especially those who have travelled
in other countries, while they fully appreci-
ate and feel just pride in the strides made
by their country during the last decade.
atill feel ashamed of the great Russia still
“behind the veil." to use the English equiva-
lent of & common Russian expression.
To him the whole subject of country life is
something sordid and vulgar, something to
be avoided in conversation as far as pﬂmﬂl?ﬂﬂ
and he would be unwilling to confess to tha
foreign friends who know him only in the
gay round of life at St. Petershurg that
he was even remotely interested in things,
to him, so common as the planting of crops
or hreeding of cattle

There seems to be a popular {dea among
Americans to the effect that the majority
of the rural dwellers in Russia pass the
winter months ina state of hibernation, not
unlike that of the baar. While it is true that
Russians asa nation have little taste for the
out-of-door sports that Rive such charm tn
a Canadian winter, for instance, there are,
none the less, many and vaned ocoupations,
alike for noble and peasant

It is true that should his means permit,

! his profession.

| 8n

that
eigner would not care to tarry thers save

comforts would be such the for-
in case ol divest necessity,  Besides this, tha
railway facilities, though constantly {m-
proving, are still inadoquate to the yvast
grea of the conutry, Thus in wintar most
of the trafMe in the rural districta is con-
ducted by sledge in the old time maniaf%
Quite “naturally, therefore, travellers
break their journey at the country hoises
of their friends, Nor do these self-invited

welcomes, for the Russian, of whataver
class, 18 the soul of hospitality,

In describing the Russian country dwel]
ing no mention has been made of the vaer
undarground constmetion which takes tha
plece of our cellar. This is the storshouse,
equal to the hoose in area, and is divide
by neans of corridors, nuh.c(u:;i fron
large open space in the centre, the doory
of these storerooms all securely fastens
with huge home made locks,

The central space s ocoupiad by a bad
ol carefully dried sand, in which are plante
roots to be used during the long months of
winter, parsnips, carrota, turmips and *he
like. Huge cuske and barrels, lookinglike
a regiment of very stout soldiers in the dim
light, are filled with salted beef, fisl
half fermented cabbage (stchie) and Leet
roots; these form an important part of the
winter diat,

Should the storercomns be opened to our
inspection, we would Ssee Innumerahla
aides of bacen, smoked mutton hams
hed geese, and still other casks cor
i g bLutter, linseed and other vege
tabie oils. chseses (an important item of
farm produce), and other regiments forme:d
by sacks of flour

Impossible, you say? Not at all, for von
must remember that on this estate {rom
forty to fifty mouths must be fed every dav,
besides the gnests, of whom mention has
just been made, and who form no incor
siderable itemn in the consumption of the
wintar's stores,

We mauy be sure that the khazyeeana
(mistress of the house) is not belind Lo
husband in activity in the tasks that pe
tain to their common welfare. She w
overson the smoking of the hame
fish, &c., for each good housewife hus her
specinl method and viea with her neigh-
bor in the perfection of their preparation

‘The solid soup, which plays an inportant
part in the sununer cuisine of the Russia;

bacor

is also prepared at this season. Shou

{ spinning and weaving be carvied on. as 4
| more than likely to be the case, the more
delicate fabries will coma under

tha ova
if not the hand of the khazyeeana.
hand woven linen of the finest qu
a work of art, quite beyond pries, and tha
khazyeeana feels personal pride in its ex

| cellence.

The delights of a sladge ride in Ru

ean be fully understood only by those wli
haveenjoyved that pleasure. The horses ai
doubitless, harnessed in the well known
troika fashion, three abreast. Where ths
roads nre vary nar , three, somet
four, horses are harnessad tande
requiring skill on the g
of the driver

But a «pill from one of these low sl
even with the horses going at f Sproe
rarely entails wserions consequenc \
is generally treated as a good joke Wl
it strongly resemhbles boaing flun int
feather bed. Should vhﬂi~vl‘vnf4|1"r§n-~' )
ing his first gledge ride itis more than Liel
the driver will sivly arwst the seeming
accident when a drift of suitable size 1=
reached. But the snow, dry as sult. brushes
off easily and the drive 18 resumed, gayly
as ever.

The Russiun

oonsiderable

coachman Is an artist in
On a #eat! raised to such
an extent that he seems to be almost stand
ing, his foet firmly planted against the
footboard, he holds one rein in each hand
this seemingly peculiar method of driving
being absolutely necessary with tha hard
mouthed Russian horses

No whip i8 used or needed, but the
horses are urged to top speed by gulture
cries and various epithets shouted hy the
ocachman, the remarks heing of a chara
ter that the foreigner is probably fortunzte
in not comprehending

Those who know winter only in temperata
climates can form no idea of the beauty of
this season in Russia. The snow, thicl
clustared on the branches of trees ase
every rort of weird shape, varied by sp

ling icicles of every conceivable form
For weeks the sky will be cloudless and ti
sun, glittering on the dazzling =now covor
ing the earth like a garment, makes s scenn
of almost unearthly beauty. This =

| aven be increased as evening approac!

| The glorious tints of the Rus«an winter

sunset are indescribable

At this geason vou will see long hne
peasant: traversing the country roads in
their little sledges, which are ident 1
constriaction with those of a hundred
argn. Theae hear men, women, bo: 2]
girls, all flocking to the urban centre (o
these a vast number probahly

are the

kustar peasants before mentioned. S
| cooperative organizations are formed bv
| the monjiks (peasantg) working at varions

trades in village, however insig
cant.

The intelligenoe of the moujik is collectiva
rather than individual, and their spirit of
obadience, a remnant of serfdom, secrs

any

| to render them incapable of working unle

! acteristic in mind it is not

our Russian friend has glidly shaken the

dust, or to be mors accurate, the snow, of
his country home from his feet and hied
him to the capital. . But supposa he is one

‘of the numerous class of odnodvortsy
(small landed proprietors) and is obliged
to be his own overseer. How will he pass
the long winter months?

Be assured not in idlenpse The unsnld
pigs and cattle that cannot be kept during
the winter must be killed and salted for
future use. It is ite possible that on
thia estate the svstem of profit sharing
may oblai

Artals
of peasants may b

| the Khazyaeen to cultivate certain portions
of his land, receiving their recompense in
produce During winter it is very
probable that the same artels will engage in
other work of a purely industrial character
furniture ma Xing. various sorts of metal work
for the more skilled—in fact all branches
of labor are carried on in this way. In these
industries the khazyaeen is very likely to
have an interest, and their -\x,--r\-xLA:)n".vill
be added to his labors
;| clations are known ae Kustar peasants.
Hotels, as we undemstand the
are practically imknown in Russia out-
*ide the cities, the only substitute
| being the traktir tinn), where

(associations of working men)

the

e made contracts with |

|

Thess trade asso- |

the dis- !

under direotion. Should three moujiks '@
sent to chop trees, their first act, befors
setting to work, would be to select one
leader, and, though he will probably
littla part in the work himealf
will labor under his direction in perf
contentment.

With the knowledge of this national
diffioult to u
stand how natural it is for the monjiks
form themselves into artels for the carryi
on of their various trades. The f
of an artel is very simple. A =ia
(Imader) i« first elacted, and as avery o1
prisa, however small, requires some
tal, each member contributes all he
spare

Poseibly from $20 to $25 is raised in
way. This suffices for a But
money is not forthcoming from the e
bers, they may be shle to borro=
again. several of their number ma A
sent to work in the nearest town dunt
the winter to raise the necessary caj

As soon as this is secured. & svicu
foooperative work shop) is constr
This will merely be a roughly built
probably situated at the end of the
There the trade, learned in the (&
serfdom. makes a fresh start

Unfortunately for the moujik. he pos
far more induatrial than commercia
city and as a natural result =
fleeced by the middlemen in the d
of the results of his labor, for thew |
these products of the arte's for les
half of the price they eventuall:
for tuem,

_This whole subject of industrial coos
tion is one of vast importance to 1
as all studenta of her social and
economy cannot fail to
who have the best welfara
at heart rmust agree with ¢
on this subject, Prof D 1
BAYS:

“There is every reascn to hope !
wiil Boon come to be realized as !
and expedient to still carry on a lars
of thase industries on a small s le
only a portion of them to b+ hand’
large enterprises, which will even:
pass into the hands of the (
a= in the case of the railwavs

the othe

start

¥

Tears
of the o
recs 4
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Fox Hunt Throug! streoet«
Fram the Landon Daily M
A fox hunted by the Soutl Ches ¢ %
yesterday made a gallant da
and after a long run tarnad (nto
Cre we, where he was hunted

| ’irenst

term, |

Ihe hue and ory
habitants to join in
took place within a stone's throw of t 1
station

cavaesd |
the ohase




